CASE STUDY

Pompeu Fabra University
Creating Material in
Catalan Sign Language

The institution
UPF (Universitat Pompeu Fabra) is a highly ranked
public urban university known for its quality
research, which is both theoretical and applied in
practice. UPF is located in the heart of Barcelona,
Catalonia in Spain, and has three large campuses: the
Social Sciences and Humanities campus, the Health
Science campus, and the Engineering and
Communications campus. It’s a young university with
approximately 10,300 BA students, 1,400 Master
students, 1,350 PHD students,1,500 teaching and
researching staﬀ, and 700 administrative staﬀ.
UPF is creating a new educational student-centered
model and their active roles within their own
education. By integrating this new methodology into
the teaching and learning model, UPF aims to
improve communication skills, learning techniques,
competence, and digital literacy.

The challenge
UPF oﬀers specialisation in Catalan Sign Language
(LSC) in the undergraduate programs in Translation
and Interpretation, and Applied Languages, which
trains sign language interpreters. They are the only

university in Catalonia, and the first in Spain, to
provides this training. Sign language is a unique
language in that it has a very limited amount of
research and materials to base training on – even
at UPF. The first challenge was to create new and
readily available materials in LSC to better support
students during their learning process.
Next, some of the teachers in LSC needed the ability
to create materials where students could self-grade
their work by using interactive materials on a
learning platform that would provide feedback on
whether they were right or wrong. This is when
Gemma Barberà approached La Factoria, led by
Anna Magre. The institution was then told about this
platform through Kaltura, which met the needs that
they had.
La Factoria is a Library service that supports the
UPF community by providing audiovisual
production and technology that implements many
diﬀerent types of learning methodologies. La
Factoria integrates staﬀ with diﬀerent professional
profiles, working together in providing close
support for professors.

The solution
First, materials were recorded in LSC using La
Factoria’s facilities. Then the activities were
created. Students can now watch a story told in LSC
with Catalan subtitles that are optional. The signer
will then ask the student questions about the
material, which the student can answer by clicking
on the platform itself.
The most diﬀicult challenge was building the
materials online. Not only had this type of
interactive material never been created in LSC, but
it was also the first time this type of interactive
material had been created in any sign language. It’s
a pilot study that has shown excellent results and
can be used to teach sign language in other
languages around the world.

The results
So far, educational videos with subtitles have been
created in LSC for comprehension exercises in
subjects such as fables, the five senses, and
geography. There are grammatical questions to
help the user understand the language better.
Diﬀerent signers are in the videos, most of them
younger, in order to attract young people to learn
the language. The first signer presents the lesson,
then the next signer asks the viewer multiple choice
questions in sign language. Feedback is provided by
the signers on whether the question answered was
right or wrong. If the participant was wrong, the
signer repeats the question. After the student
answers the question again, the signer gives the

student feedback with signs like, “perfect, that is
the correct answer” or “try again”.
This project is very new, having just been launched a
few weeks ago, and is already available for students
who are learning LSC. Kaltura has oﬀered the
possibility for this exercise to also be available outside
of the university intranet in order to make this
knowledge available to anyone who is interested in
learning the language. Kaltura exercices on LSC are
available here
The creation of this project has been a collaborative
eﬀort with a bilingual school outside of UPF, where
they have deaf and hearing students, as well as with
an oﬀicial body that provides educational services to
schools with deaf and hard of hearing students. This
content has been externalized and has been posted
online for people all over the world who have access
to the website. One of the goals for UPF is to evolve
their existing learning model and to externalize this
knowledge internationally. An exciting campaign and
big announcement of this new project is currently in
the works.
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